
1

Bob Burchfield Ñ an appreciation

I didnÕt know Bob in the early days. When I first met him, it was in the

Dictionary offices in 1976, at my job interview. I donÕt remember saying

much, but maybe I did. Bob characteristically did most of the talking,

about the OED, about Norse literature, about his work on the Ormulum .

I could see the proofs he was working on, covering an infinitesimally

small section of the letter P, on his desk. And there were boxes of

dictionary slips, those index cards on which for years readers had

submitted their contributions to the Dictionary.
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CONTRIBUTORS

John Simpson, Chief Editor,
OED

Toni Healey, Editor, Dictionary
of Old English, and Angus
Cameron Professor of Old
English Studies, University of
Toronto

Eric Stanley, Rawlinson and
Bosworth Professor Emeritus of
Anglo-Saxon, University of
Oxford

Graeme Kennedy, Director,
New Zealand Dictionary Centre,
Victoria University of
Wellington

Philip Howard, Literary Editor,
The Times, 1978-92

Robert E. Lewis, Editor,
Middle English Dictionary

O
ED 1923–2004

R.W. Burchfield
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John Simpson

Robert Burchfield in November
1958, on the occasion of his
first TV appearance
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Graeme Kennedy
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Robert E. Lewis
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