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Editorial

Exactly 100 years ago, Oxford University Press approached the scholar

William Little about the possibility of preparing an abridged version of

the OED. When the Shorter OED eventually appeared in 1933, the

editorship had passed to C. T. Onions, the fourth of the OEDÕs chief

editors, who had been assisted by two of the longest-serving members

of the OEDÕs staff. 
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Peter Gilliver, Newsletter Editor and Associate Editor, OED 

The essence of the OED

On 26 September 2002, OUP will publish the Fifth Edition

of the Shorter Oxford English Dictionary . Until recently I

was one of the editors at work on this revision of the

1993 New Shorter OED . The new edition has more than

3,000 new words added, updated quotation paragraphs,

and a new (and even more user-friendly) page layout. 
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Catherine Bailey, Senior Assistant Editor, OED

I started writing poetry a

few years before coming

to work at the OED, so it

is only a coincidence that

my first pamphlet ( A to

Yourself , 1989) is

composed entirely of lines in alphabetical

order. After I started working here I became

intoxicated by the width and weight of the

language, which seemed to connect with

the sea and what the sea throws up for us. 

New words featured in the September 2002 OED Online update include several terms for 

UFO conspiracy theorists: abductee , abduction , contactee , and grey . 

OEDNews SEPTEMBER 2002
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Like Giles, I had long had

a sense of a conflict of

interests between

working on the OED and

writing poetry. It was

something I quite

deliberately kept to the back of my mind,

so when I was asked at a poetry reading

last autumn whether writing and editing

influenced one another at all, I was

unprepared. 

Two poets at work on the OED

We were 
keen to add
significant

new items to
our coverage
of slang and
the language

of technology,
for example,
but careful to

avoid the
more obscure

scientific
terms 

Giles Goodland Jane Grifffiths
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Jane Griffiths, St Edmund Hall, Oxford (formerly Assistant Editor, OED) 
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Words and phrases covered in the September 2002 OED Online update could help you to... 

...monitor a monarch Õs modest monetary modernization ... 

...momentarily mobilize molecules of molten molybdenum ... 

...monitor a mixture of modular mnemonics ...    ...mock a mobster Õs moll modelling moccasins ... 

The newsletter of the Oxford English Dictionary
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Giles Goodland, Assistant Editor, OED
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Project news

OEDÕs past and present on the Web 
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John Simpson, Chief Editor, OED 
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The September 2002 OED Online update includes several Antipodean slang terms, including mizzler

(a moaner), mocker (clothing), molly-dooker (a left-handed person), and molo (drunk). 
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